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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to substantive examination of the above-identified application, please amend 
the application, without prejudice, as follows: 

Specification Amendments 
Please amend the specification as follows: 
Please replace paragraph [0008] with the following: 

[0001 J As the first and second members are moved or forced apart, the catch members, or 
preferably the shafts of the catch members, claslically deform to keep the projections 
engaged. The shafts of the catch members preferably flex lo keep the pro jections 
engaged as the first and second members are moved apart or even as they arc moved or 



1 



PAGE 2/10 * RCVD AT 5/4/2004 10:10:13 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:216 771 3804 4 DURATION (mm-ss):02-56 



D PETER HOCHBERG CO LPA 



©216 771 3804 



05/04/04 10:08 0 :03/10 N0:639 



pushed together. The catch members or shafts will deform elastically up to a point then A 
when they reach the point often call e d the elastic limit, they will preferably plastically 
deform. This plastic deformation, in which the catch members or shafts plastically 
deform or become permanently misshapen and unable to return to their original shape 
and size, is used advantageously to provide a secure catch. 
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